Information about the Human Rights Commission koha process
In December 2020, the Waikato Mongrel Mob Kingdom invited the Chief Human Rights Commissioner Paul Hunt to present to their members about human rights.  Mr Hunt accepted the invitation to speak at an event on Saturday 1 May 2021 in Kirikiriroa, Hamilton. 
Mr Hunt attended the hui with two Commission staff, one of whom provided tikanga and Tiriti o Waitangi advice and guidance. Like many hui the Commission attends, it commenced with a pōwhiri. 
Prior to the hui, advice was sought and provided on tikanga, including koha. The practice of koha is set out in our Sensitive Expenditure Policy.  As per the policy, whether a koha is appropriate and what that koha is, is based on the advice of relevant cultural experts in the Commission. 
In this instance, the cultural advice was to give a koha as part of the pōwhiri and that $200 was an appropriate amount. Managerial approval was also sought and provided in accordance with the policy. 
As the Commission has previously stated, we consider that the provision of koha was culturally appropriate in this instance. It is normal practice at all pōwhiri, and the Commission will always try to follow protocols when attending external events. 
Attached as part of this proactive response are the following documents:
1) The relevant sections of the Commissions Sensitive Expenditure in place on 1 May 2021. The relevant sections provided relate to decisions on providing koha.
2) The relevant sections of the Commissions Sensitive Expenditure currently in place since 17 June 2021. The relevant sections provided relate to decisions on providing koha.
3) Correspondence between the Human Rights Commission and members of the Waikato Mongrel Mob Kingdom in relation to the speaking event on 1 May 2021.
4) Internal advice and guidance provided to the Chief Commissioner in relation to the speaking event on 1 May 2021.
5) Speaking notes of the Chief Commissioner given at the speaking event on 1 May.
6) The Commission’s public statement on our duty to educate all New Zealanders about relationships, responsibilities and rights.
7) The Commission’s response to criticism over koha public statement.
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