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The Human Rights Commission

Better design and buildings for everyone. 
Disabled people’s right to get into and around buildings and the community
Easy Read Summary
[image: image2.emf]The Human Rights Commission has written information about better design and buildings for everyone: Disabled people’s right to get into and around buildings and the community. 
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This means that everyone should be able to get into and around buildings and the community.
This document is about:

· [image: image4.emf]Disabled people’s right to get into and around buildings and the community.  This means you should be able to:

·  use footpaths

· get into and move around inside buildings
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get to and from the places you want to go in your community.

· planning communities so that all people can move around easily.
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Everyone has the right to be treated with respect and dignity and to be treated the same.
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Disabled people may need different things to live good lives and to be fully included in society.
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The needs of Disabled people should not be treated as “special”.  
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Between 17% - 20% of people in New Zealand have a disability.
[image: image10.emf]In New Zealand new buildings and places in the community are not often designed to meet the needs of everyone.  
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This means that some Disabled people do not find it easy to get into and move around some buildings and places.
[image: image12.png]



People who own buildings and  run services must try to make it easy for Disabled people to get into their building and use their services.

[image: image13.emf]New buildings must be built in a way that makes it easy for Disabled people to get into and use.

Being able to get into and around building and the community is important
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it allows Disabled people to be fully included in society

· to get a job

· to take part in education

· to take part in community.
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Disabled Maori and people who come from other countries have a right to be able to get into and around buildings and places, like a marae and churches. 
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Getting into and around buildings and the community can be hard for other people as well as Disabled people, like:
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older people
· people who have had an accident 
· people who use push chairs.
[image: image18.emf]People who design buildings may not always understand the needs of Disabled people.  They may think that the issue of getting into and around buildings is an “extra” thing to think about.
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People need to think about making it easy for everyone to get into buildings when they design them.  
Convention on the 
Rights of People with Disabilities 

[image: image20.emf]New Zealand has signed an international law about the rights of Disabled people called,       The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of Persons with Disability.  This law is also called the Disability Convention.  
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The Disability Convention says what the government must do to make sure Disabled people get their rights. 

[image: image22.jpg]


The Disability Convention is made up of information called Articles.  Articles 9 says that buildings and services must be easy for Disabled people to get into and around in them. 
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The government must make sure that:   
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signs in public buildings are in Easy Read and Braille
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services are easy for everyone to use

· rules are followed so that Disabled people can get in and around buildings and the community

New Zealand Laws about getting in and around buildings and the community
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In New Zealand there are two main laws about making new buildings and how new parts of community are built. 

They are:
1. Building Act 2004 (and the Building Code) 

2. Human Rights Act 1993
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The Human Rights Act says that all public buildings that are being built or changed must be easy for Disabled people to get around in them.
Accessible footpaths and roads
[image: image28.jpg]



New Zealand roads are designed 
differently.   This means that some roads are not as easy for Disabled people to get about. 
[image: image29.wmf]People who design the roads, called traffic engineers, need to have training about what Disabled people need to get about safely.
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A set of rules talks about how footpaths should be designed so that they are safe for blind and vision impaired people to use.
The way ahead
[image: image31.emf]A number of non-government organisations and groups talk about making it easier for Disabled people to get into and around buildings and the community.
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The Barrier Free New Zealand Trust are a group of people who give advice and training about how to make sure that buildings and the community are easy for everyone to use.
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The Be Institute is an organisation that gives people information about where to find accessible buildings and services.  There is a Toolkit to help businesses.

[image: image34.wmf]The Universal Design Research Group was set up in 2012.  This is a group of people who look into and take action about making buildings easy to get into and around in them.
Here are some good things that organisations have done to make it easy for Disabled people to get into and around buildings and the community:
· [image: image35.png]The New Zealand
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Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch council have made an easy to use map and information about how to get in and around the city
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· Arts Access Aotearoa has made an information pack to help theatres, art galleries, museums and others design their buildings
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· a toolkit to help people who are building or changing a marae

· [image: image38.wmf]Pacific Church Disability Toolkit to help churches talk with Disabled people in their community about how they can make sure they understand the needs of Disabled people
Rebuilding Christchurch so that everyone can get in and around buildings and the community

[image: image39.wmf]
The rebuilding of Christchurch is a good time to think about designing a city that everyone can get around in easily.
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How the city is rebuilt can help to change the rules about how people can build in the future. 

[image: image41.emf]A new set of rules could be made that tell people how to make buildings easy for everyone to use.
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Rebuilding Christchurch recovery plans must meet the goals of the New Zealand Disability Strategy.
The Government said that Disabled people should be involved in the planning of the new city.
The Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues is looking at the national Disability Action Plan on the Canterbury earthquake recovery.  

They will make sure that there are building design rules and make sure they are stuck to.
Guidelines to make sure that everyone can get into and around buildings and the community
There are guidelines that tell people who own buildings how to build and change buildings to make it easier for Disabled people:
· The guidelines give advice about things that have worked well

· but people do not have to stick to the guidelines
· New Zealand Transport Agency has rules about designing services for blind people

· Auckland Regional Transport Authority has rules about making bus stops easy for everyone to use
What we know


Disabled people do NOT have the same access to buildings and the community as people who do not have a Disability.


Buildings and the community are not designed to be used easily by everyone.


This means that Disabled people can find it hard to get in and around buildings and the community.


The Disability Convention and other laws says that everyone has the right to get in and around buildings and the community. 

New buildings must be built in a way so that it is easy for everyone including Disabled people to get into and around in them.

The Human Rights Commission thinks some things need to happen

The Human Rights Commission recommends that:
· the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues continues to make sure that the government takes the lead in making buildings easy for Disabled people to get in and around
· Disabled people are part of the planning the rebuild of Christchurch

· people who are planning the rebuilding of Christchurch make sure that buildings are easy for everyone to get in and around
· the Ministerial Committee on Disability Issues look at all building design rules:


· to make people who plan buildings and community stick to the rules

· to make sure that building standards in public buildings are also where you live  
· Better building standards for blind and deaf people.


This information has been translated into Easy Read 
by People First New Zealand Inc.
[image: image43.wmf]
� EMBED AcroExch.Document.7 ���








15

_1353855362.pdf
(I

People \First(_

Nga Tangata Tuatahi







