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	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS UPR CYCLES

Recommendations 
	RS

	Strengthen and further improve the existing measures and strategies and undertake, where necessary, actions to correct the inequalities that still exist between the various communities. 
	Morocco

	Continue efforts aimed at promoting the rights of children, in particular in the spheres of education, elimination of child poverty, meeting needs of vulnerable and at-risk children 
	Ukraine

	Continue its efforts to protect the rights of the child and reduce child poverty and violence 
	Australia

	Continue improving the situation of children in its multiple dimensions and taking into account the recommendations of the Advisory Group of Experts on solutions to child poverty 
	Cape Verde

	Establish indicators to measure child poverty and consider adopting additional measures for reducing poverty amongst youth 
	Canada

	Further strengthen and expand national action plans to reduce child poverty and that of their families 
	Chile

	Take all necessary measures to provide appropriate support to allow disadvantaged families and their children to move out of poverty sustainably and continue to provide assistance to those who remain under the poverty line 
	Malaysia

	Increase its efforts in fighting poverty, particularly of disadvantaged children in the country 
	Djibouti

	Further strengthen actions to ensure that economic and social rights of vulnerable people are protected, and women's rights and gender equality, and especially take specific policy measures to prevent child poverty and child abuse 
	Netherlands


All were supported.

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK
High levels of inequality have been shown to curb economic growth.1
A UBI could create a more efficient tax and welfare system. There are currently 53 different – overlapping or complementary – benefit packages available to people in different situations, not including student loans or the vast array of tax exemptions available.2
CHALLENGE ONE
Budget advisory services report that their growing client list, particularly those on benefits struggle to keep up with the rising costs of living.

IMPACT ONE

a. For Southlanders extra costs of heating and essential items impacts when transport costs add extra cents to most items available in the supermarket. This creates an inability to not only balance their budgets but to mitigate against making any savings for emergencies.

b. Families are still having to make decisions as to whether to pay the power bill or put food on the table.

c. Forum Members are noticing that even so-called middle income families are struggling to keep ahead of costs. There are an increasing number of requests for food parcels and emergency assistance.  ³
CHALLENGE TWO

Persons on the benefit who when they find employment , experience no material change in their income 
IMPACT TWO

a. The newly employed often find that their wages and hours are minimal and often do not cover the extra costs of appropriate clothing, travel and child care. 

CHALLENGE THREE

The criteria for targeted funding for families is not equitable.

IMPACT THREE

a. Creating a criteria which separates cohorts of the population into eligible and not eligible persons will always disenfranchise those on the fringes.

b. Economists are reporting on the new poor being the middle income, often two job families who struggle to give their families the basic Kiwi expectation of living in modest comfort, including a warm healthy affordable home and able to participate in their community.

CHALLENGE FOUR

For Government to have the will to extend a Universal Basic Income (UBI) to all who do not currently receive it, delivered at a pro-rated level appropriate to each cohort
IMPACT

a. The rest of the population through a phased in programme, will join those persons over 65 years who already receive UBI through their universal superannuation by electronic bank transfer.

b. Step one will involve the return of a universal child benefit, delivered by electronic bank transfer to their designated carer.

c. Step two would be for the unemployed ( the Jobless) where such persons as of right, will receive the UBI which does not get clawed back when they gain work.
d. Finally all other adults will benefit from receiving the UBI as of right, no matter their financial circumstances. It is acknowledged that there may still need to be a retention of supplements for the disabled, their carers and for housing
e. The universality of UBI addresses the inequality of financial distribution through the tax dollars where currently many families do not qualify for extra assistance yet do not earn enough money to sustain even a modest life style.  UBI is blind to gender, status, income, employment and sexual orientation
f. The level of payments to each of these four cohorts would be pro-rated and set by Government and be linked to the average wage as per the superannuation. 

g. It delivers non-asset tested equality of access to regular financial payments

h. Being non-asset tested means a person can gain/ hold a job and not lose their UBI allowance.

i. Without financial pressure, parents are empowered to make the choice to stay at home or not. 

j. It enables low income families to  participate more readily in society

k. It reduces the need to have to choose between paying the power bill or putting food on the table

l. It eliminates the stigma  of families having to regularly prove poverty to an agency

m. it reduces the shame felt by children having to stay home from school instead of participating

n. It reduces the need for families to hold down 2 or more jobs to keep their heads above water

o. Potentially it increases the availability of persons to volunteer in the community

p. Persons who don't need it, will pay it back to the government via their income taxes.

q. Potentially allows people to leave precarious work and re-educate to increase their skills to participate in the new jobs that will be  created post automation

r. The cost of managing the welfare/benefit system will be lowered, allowing a redistribution of government spending to other areas like education, housing and health,  particularly mental health. 
Recommendation

Implement over the next UPR cycle the gradual introduction of Universal Basic Income , as currently administered via NZ Superannuation, starting with children, then The Jobless then the general population.
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