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A coalition of non-governmental organisations,  

families and individuals  
promoting the wellbeing of our children and youth  

through education and advocacy  
based on evidence  

and New Zealand's human rights commitments 



New Zealand’s aspirations and obligations for the wellbeing of our young 
as articulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, other human rights instruments 

 and Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

Developing an enabling infrastructure 

Working together and with others to promote, monitor, report  
on the realisation of New Zealand’s commitments  

to the human rights of young people 

An effective coalition for the well-being of young New Zealanders 

Policies & programmes that respect, protect & fulfil  
the human rights of young people 

Thriving young people leading fulfilling lives  
as members of their communities 

RESULTS 

CONTRIBUTION 
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Presentation Notes
Ready by 21: Thriving (Physical and Mental Health and Safety)Connecting (Interpersonal/ Social Connections and Well-Being)Learning (Basic, Academics, and College Readiness)Leading/contributing (Civic & Community Engagement)
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The human rights framework is ours 
 
The human rights framework is useful 
 
Human rights reviews are important 
 A point of leverage 
 Helps strength human rights as customary law 

 
They’re not hard   
 
They can bring results 

 
 

 
 

, especially if we work together 
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Convention on the Elimination 
of  All Forms of  

Discrimination Against 
Women 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convention Against Torture 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Convention on the Rights of  
Persons with Disabilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convention on the  
Rights of  the Child 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convention on the  
Rights of  the Child 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Covenant  
on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Covenant  
on Civil and Political Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Universal Declaration  
of  Human Rights 
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“The goals of the United Nations 
can only be achieved if  
civil society and Governments 
are fully engaged” 

2005 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all: Report of the Secretary-General (UN Doc. A/59/2005) para 162



Human Rights in Education 
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Presentation Notes
War Aims The Rights Of Man (Letters to the Editor) H. G. WELLS..       The Times Wednesday, Oct 25, 1939; pg. 6; Issue 48445; col A 



Human Rights in Education 
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Daily Herald (Display Advertising)       The Times Friday, Feb 02, 1940; pg. 4; Issue 48529; col A 



Human Rights in Education 

"I believe we should claim certain 
rights for the children and labour 
for their universal recognition, so 
that…everybody who in any way 
comes into contact with children, 
that is to say the vast majority of 
mankind - may be in a position to 
help forward the movement." 

Eglantyne Jebb 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source: http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/about-us/history#EARLYYEARS



Janusz Korczak 

“The Geneva law makers 
confused duties with rights; 
the tone of the declaration   
is one of persuasion not 
insistence: an appeal to 
goodwill, a plea for kindness.” 
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Korczak, J. (2009), The Child’s Right to Respect (E. P. Kulawiec, Trans.) In Janusz Korczak: The Child’s Right to Respect: Janusz Korczak’s legacy: Lectures on today’s challenges for children (pp. 23–42). Strasbourg: Council of Europe. Retrieved from http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner/Activities/themes/Children/PublicationKorczak_en.pdf (p. 34)Images:http://www.culture.pl/web/english/resources-literature-full-page/-/eo_event_asset_publisher/eAN5/content/janusz-korczakSmolińska–Theiss, B. (n.d.). Janusz Korczak - an outline of the portrait: childhood and youth. The Year of Janusz Korczak. Retrieved from http://en.2012korczak.pl/node/60He was sent to a private preparatory school for gymnasium, where iron discipline and the rod reigned. In Korczak's memories this school would become a symbol of fear and violence, loneliness and helplessness of a student in the face of the dominance of a teacher. Already at this early stage of education, Korczak would see the injustice and tensions that occur between adults and children. 1905  Obtained his medical degree and worked as a paediatrician; already a recognized writer and journalist1907-1911  Internships in Berlin, Paris, London1912  Became the director of an Orphans Home in Warsaw1918  Published essay How to Love a Child1928  Published The Child's Right to Respect and gave lectures on The Rights of the Child as an Individual 
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A shared framework reflecting  
our common aspirations for a decent life 
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The human rights framework is useful 
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A normative framework,  
with accountability mechanisms 
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UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 

RATIFIED BY NZ 1993 19 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of particular relevance to education of children in the UNCRC, adopted by the UNGA in 1989, and the most widely-ratified of any of the UN human Rights Treaties.Image: Marrickville West School; used with permission of Unicef Australia



Article28 

The human rights framework is ours 
 
The human rights framework is useful 
 
Human rights reviews are important 
 Points of leverage 
 Help strength human rights as customary law 

 
They’re not hard 
 
They can bring results 

 
 

 
 

, especially if we work together 

1997 
2003 
2011  



Article28 

NZ UNCRoC reports 

• Government report 
• Reports from OCC and HRC 
• Report from NGO sector 
     - ACYA 
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NZ UNCRoC reports 

• Government report 
• Reports from OCC and HRC 
• Report from NGO sector  

- ACYA 
• Pre-session hearing (NGOs - closed hearing) 
• Government session  - open to public 
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The human rights framework is ours 
 
The human rights framework is useful 
 
The UPR is important 
 A point of leverage 
 Helps strength human rights as customary law 

 
It’s not hard for us to use it  
 
They can bring results 

 
 

 
 

, especially if we work together 



Children's Commissioner Act 2003 
Public Act   2003 No 121 

Date of  assent  25 November 2003 



3 Purposes 

The purposes of this Act are— 

(b) to re-enact the Commissioner's functions with 
modifications that are consistent with the 
Commissioner's primary role as an advocate for 
children: 

(c) to confer additional functions and powers on the 
Commissioner to give better effect in New Zealand 
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child: 

(d) to require the Commissioner to have regard to the 
Convention when carrying out the Commissioner's 
functions and powers: 

 



12 (1) The general functions of the Commissioner are— 

(a) to investigate any decision or recommendation 
made, or any act done or omitted…in respect of any 
child in that child's personal capacity: 

(b) to promote the establishment of accessible and 
effective complaints mechanisms for children and 
to monitor the nature and level of complaints: 

(c) to raise awareness and understanding of children's 
interests, rights, and welfare: 

(d) to raise awareness and understanding of the 
Convention: 

(e) to undertake and promote research into any matter 
that relates to the welfare of children: 

 

Presenter
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12General functions of Commissioner(1)The general functions of the Commissioner are—(a)to investigate any decision or recommendation made, or any act done or omitted (other than a decision, recommendation, or act to which section 13(1)(a) applies), in respect of any child in that child's personal capacity:(b)to promote the establishment of accessible and effective complaints mechanisms for children and to monitor the nature and level of complaints:(c)to raise awareness and understanding of children's interests, rights, and welfare:(d)to raise awareness and understanding of the Convention:(e)to undertake and promote research into any matter that relates to the welfare of children:(f)to act as an advocate for children's interests, rights, and welfare generally (except before any court or tribunal), and, in that regard, to advance and monitor the application of the Convention by departments of State and other instruments of the Crown:(g)if there are issues in proceedings before any court or tribunal that relate to the Convention or to the interests, rights, or welfare of children generally, to present reports on such issues to the court or tribunal, at the request of—(i)the court or tribunal; or(ii)counsel representing any party to the proceedings; or(iii)counsel representing any child who is the subject of the proceedings; or(iv)counsel assisting the court or tribunal:(h)to receive and invite representations from members of the public on any matter that relates to the welfare of children:(i)to increase public awareness of matters that relate to the welfare of children:(j)to promote, in relation to decisions that affect the lives of children,—(i)the participation of children in those decisions; and(ii)an approach to children's views that, in each case, gives due weight to those views in accordance with the age and maturity of the relevant child:(k)to report, with or without request, to the Prime Minister on matters affecting the rights of children:(l)to inquire generally into, and report on, any matter, including any enactment or law, or any practice or procedure, that relates to the welfare of children.



(f) to act as an advocate for children's interests, rights, 
and welfare generally (except before any court or 
tribunal), and, in that regard, to advance and 
monitor the application of the Convention by 
departments of State and other instruments of the 
Crown…. 



Care of  Children Act 2004 
Public Act 2004 No 90 

Date of  assent 21 November 2004 
 



3   Purpose of this Act 

(1)  The purpose of this Act is to— 

(a)  promote children’s welfare and best interests, and 
facilitate their development, by helping to ensure 
that appropriate arrangements are in place for their 
guardianship and care; and 

(b)  recognise certain rights of children. 

 



4.  

(1) The welfare and best interests of the child must be 
the first and paramount consideration— 

(a) in the administration and application of this Act..; 
and 

(b) in any other proceedings involving the guardianship 
of, or the role of providing day-to-day care for, or 
contact with, a child. 

 



6.  (2)  In [guardianship, property…] proceedings…— 

(a)  a child must be given reasonable opportunities to 
express views on matters affecting the child; and 

(b)  any views the child expresses (either directly or 
through a representative) must be taken into 
account. 
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(1) The duties, powers, rights, and responsibilities of a 
guardian of a child include (without limitation) the 
guardian’s— 

(a)  having the role of providing day-to-day care for the 
child…;..  

(b)  contributing to the child’s intellectual, emotional, 
physical, social, cultural, and other personal 
development;..  

(c)  determining for or with the child, or helping the 
child to determine, questions about important 
matters affecting the child. 



Children’s Act ???? 



2010 NZ report on UNCRC 

• CRC ‘essential human rights instrument’ 
• NZ Govt committed to ‘progressive realisation’ 
• Recognised that some ‘issues still to be confronted’ 
• Noted increase in Govt expenditure in education, 

health, welfare, family support 
• Singled out ECE, Well child, improved immunisation 

rates, improved CYF response times, Whanua Ora 
• Noted reservations remained but referred to changes 

to Immigration Act as allowing children unlawfully in 
NZ to attend state school 



CRC response 

• Welcomed legislative developments since 2003 
• 2003 Concluding Observations still to be addressed 
• Despite majority of NZ children doing well, noted 

serious concern for situation of most vulnerable 
children, especially regarding access to services 

• Stated that despite increased expenditure, child 
poverty still an issue - a stronger, long-term 
commitment needed 

• Need to improve Govt co-ordination of UNCRC 
implementation 
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Focus: general measures  
of implementation 

• legislation, regulation and policies 

• establishment of coordinating and monitoring 
bodies - governmental and independent, 

• comprehensive data collection, indicators 

• resource allocation, national plans of action, 
targets 

• awareness-raising, education, professional 
development and training. 
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