Inquiry into determinants of wellbeing for Māori children
NZ Human Rights Commission
Ngā mihi manahau, ngā mihi matakuikui kia koutou e rou rangatira mā.

Tūngia te ururua kia tupu whakaritorito te tupu o te harakeke.

E ai ki ngā kōrero tuku iho, kia manaakitia te pā harakeke, hei oranga tangata, hei oranga whānau. Hei oranga hoki mō ngā whakatupuranga.
Ka whai pānga mai ngā paerewa tika tangata ā motu, o te ao rānei ki te kaupapa matapaki o tēnei hui?

Katahi, karua ka whai wāhi ngā mātua, ngā kaumātua, te whānau whānui kia uru mai ki ēnei whitiwhitinga kōrero?

Tēnā homai ō koutou taringa, areare mai.

There are more than a quarter of a million Māori children in New Zealand today.
 They constitute nearly a quarter of all New Zealand children. According to various measures used by the Ministry of Social Development, a third of them live in poverty and hardship.

The Commission therefore welcomes the Māori Affairs Select Committee’s Inquiry into the determinants of the wellbeing of Māori children. The Committee has received expert advice from many highly qualified submitters as to these determinants. What the Commission specifically urges the Select Committee to do is to reference New Zealand’s international obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in making its recommendations for action. Māori children have a basic right, for example, to health, education, housing, safety, and an adequate standard of living, to be free from discrimination, and for their language and culture to be respected and nourished. International human rights standards apply across nations and cultures, and the minimum they prescribe is a foundation for the wellbeing of people everywhere. They are not currently enjoyed by many Māori children.
The Commission has recently completed a discussion document on structural discrimination, A Fair Go for All, which gathers together evidence that government institutions and systems and processes need to change to deliver equal outcomes for all New Zealanders, and argues for Government to drive this change. 
The Commission notes that the United Nations Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) last month made the following recommendation to the New Zealand Government:
The Committee calls on the State party to strengthen its efforts aimed at eliminating the disadvantages faced by Māori and Pasifika in the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by addressing structural factors and ensuring that relevant measures effectively benefit the most disadvantaged. The Committee also recommends that the State party set specific equality targets by year and closely monitor their achievement. 
This week is a nationwide celebration of te reo Māori. The uptake by the media and by companies such as Countdown Supermarkets, TradeMe, Vodafone and Westpac is significant, because celebrating te reo Māori is something that everyone can do to make the social environment more conducive to the wellbeing of te reo Māori, and ultimately of Māori children. The wellbeing of Māori children requires the creation of an environment within which Māori children can thrive, and this is reliant on respect for te reo Māori, te ao Māori, and for Māori identity.

Specifically the Commission recommended that the Select Committee: 

1. Reference the international human rights standards and comments from United Nations treaty bodies that apply to Māori children as a component in Māori children’s wellbeing.

2. Recommend to Government that they:
· engage on an ongoing basis with Māori, including Māori children, to articulate Māori definitions and determinants of wellbeing for Māori children

· identify and implement appropriate targets and actions including for the elimination of Māori child poverty
· collect data to monitor progress against targets on a basis agreed with Māori. The recent Statistics publication Te Ao Mārama is a small first step in this direction; and
· require public agencies to actively address structural and institutional barriers to the full enjoyment of human rights by Māori children.
Nō reira ka mutu i runga i ēnei whakaaro. Ko tō mātou wawata mō te Wiki o te Reo Māori; kia noho reorua a Aotearoa ā te tau ruamano whā tekau. Koira tonu te rua rautau o te hainatanga o Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Arohatia te Reo.

Mauri tū, Mauri kaha, Mauri ora!
� The actual figure is estimated at 271,000.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.stats.govt.nz/browse_for_stats/population/estimates_and_projections/maori-population-estimates.aspx"�http://www.stats.govt.nz/browse_for_stats/population/estimates_and_projections/maori-population-estimates.aspx�. That means over 90 000 Māori children living in poverty.


� Around one in three Māori children live in poor households using the income measure in the Ministry of Social Development’s Social Report. (On average over 2007 to 2010. Source: MSD’s Household Incomes Report 2011.) This is double the rate for European/Pākehā children. On the Ministry of Social Development’s low living standards measure, a third of Māori children are identified as in hardship – compared to 14 per cent of European/Pākehā children. These are children who repeatedly are deprived of a wide range of things that no-one in New Zealand should have to go without. (Hardship rates of 32% for Māori children and 14% for European/ /Pākehā children respectively. Source: MSD’s 2008 Living Standards Survey)





