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THEME     Social Housing
SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES FROM PREVIOUS UPR CYCLES

There have been no recommendations from the 1st and 2nd cycles of the UPR.
NATIONAL FRAMEWORK
The Current Government has done quite a bit of work on housing issues as they are seen to be urgent. This has resulted in a document called A Stocktake of New Zealand Housing February 2018 noting that 33% of people live in rented accommodation 2013 Census.

“ As at 30 September 2017, Stats NZ estimates of households and dwellings by tenure show that the number of dwellings either rented or provided rent-free to occupants grew almost 23% between 2007 and 2017, while the total number of dwellings grew just 11%....”¹
These figure alone indicate the need for an increased investment in social housing
In August 2018 the Government released its 2018 Public Housing Plan which seems to a direct result of the stocktake findings.

CHALLENGE ONE

Intensify investment in community housing providers
IMPACT ONE

a. Community housing providers are very successful in their field. By intensifying investment thus, the providers would be able to deliver through increased scale and capacity.

b. Community housing providers are experienced in delivering housing outcomes for families as well as the marginalised in our society
CHALLENGE TWO
Diminished number of suitable social housing to meet the burgeoning need
IMPACT TWO
c. Southland state housing (as a proportion of total private census dwellings) reduced from 2.5% (856 homes) in 1993 to 0.7% (545 homes) in 2000 and finally to 0.5% (519 homes) in 2009 ²

This is the lowest in the country 
d. Plans to build new social housing in Invercargill is limited currently to three.³
e. The Southland Business Survey showed that 37% of tourism businesses are employing more staff this year, compared to 24% in 2017, and 58% are planning to recruit in the next year (up from 36% in 2017). ³
f. Te Anau has been impacted by AirBnB
CHALLENGE THREE
To improve the quality of existing social housing to deliver dry, warm, healthy accommodation

IMPACT THREE
g. “We hear stories of 30-40 people now attend viewings for rentals. Houses that are in disrepair, gaps in walls, leaky roofs, rodent infestations, rent hikes and if you were to complain about any of these you run the risk of being evicted. And they are being evicted.” – Dave Hope (Salvation Army accommodation services co-ordinator) ⁴
CHALLENGE FOUR
To put into effect urgently the proposed Warrant of Fitness for housing.

IMPACT FOUR
h. Currently Southland experiences a high incidence of asthma, pneumonia and influenza particularly during the winter and spring months including but not limited to, amongst young children and the elderly. The improvements to personal health that such a Warrant of Fitness could effect, would impact on a diminishing of the health spending on such illnesses.
i. Such improved health would impact on the general  and economic well-being, education and productivity of our region.
Recommendation
Intensify central and local government investment in community social housing providers to engage regional economic development groups to better meet social housing demand and align housing standards with the proposed Warrant of Fitness for housing stock.
___________________________________________________________________________
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